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Ready

Ready is not one for the passenger seat. This collection of display styles explores  
an asphyxiation of the sense under an exuberance of the sign. 
Marrying historical letterforms with the organic unpredictability of “reaction-
diffusion” algorithms, Ready does more than flirting with abstraction: it tips over into 
becoming pure shapes, only sprinkled with a few hints of our long-established and 
codified writing system.

Design
Lucas Descroix & Benjamin Dumond

Styles
9 

Release date
2022

Glyph count
ca. 370 glyphs

Coverage
Latin Extended, Emojis

Supported languages (215) → Abenaki, Afaan Oromo, Afar, Afrikaans, Albanian, 
Alsatian, Amis, Anuta, Aragonese, Aranese, Aromanian, Arrernte, Arvanitic, Asturian, 
Atayal, Aymara, Bashkir, Basque, Belarusian, Bemba, Bikol, Bislama, Bosnian, Breton, 
Bulgarian Romanization, Cape Verdean, Catalan, Cebuano, Chamorro, Chavacano, 
Chichewa, Chickasaw, Cimbrian, Cofan, Cornish, Corsican, Creek, Crimean Tatar, 
Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dawan, Delaware, Dholuo, Drehu, Dutch, English, Esperanto, 
Estonian, Faroese, Fijian, Filipino, Finnish, Folkspraak, French, Frisian, Friulian, Gagauz, 
Galician, Ganda, Genoese, German, Gikuyu, Gooniyandi, Greenlandic, Greenlandic Old 
Orthography, Guadeloupean, Gwichin, Haitian Creole, Han, Hawaiian, Hiligaynon, Hopi, 
Hotcak, Hungarian, Icelandic, Ido, Ilocano, Indonesian, Interglossa, Interlingua, Irish, 
Istroromanian, Italian, Jamaican, Javanese, Jerriais, Kala Lagaw Ya, Kapampangan, 
Kaqchikel, Karakalpak, Karelian, Kashubian, Kikongo, Kinyarwanda, Kiribati, Kirundi, 
Klingon, Kurdish, Ladin, Latin, Latino Sine, Latvian, Lithuanian, Lojban, Lombard, Low 
Saxon, Luxembourgish, Maasai, Makhuwa, Malay, Maltese, Manx, Maori, Marquesan, 
Meglenoromanian, Meriam Mir, Mirandese, Mohawk, Moldovan, Montagnais, 
Montenegrin, Murrinhpatha, Nagamese Creole, Nahuatl, Ndebele, Neapolitan, Ngiyambaa, 
Niuean, Noongar, Norwegian, Novial, Occidental, Occitan, Oshiwambo, Ossetian, 
Palauan, Papiamento, Piedmontese, Polish, Portuguese, Potawatomi, Qeqchi, Quechua, 
Rarotongan, Romanian, Romansh, Rotokas, Sami Inari, Sami Lule, Sami Northern, Sami 
Southern, Samoan, Sango, Saramaccan, Sardinian, Scottish Gaelic, Serbian, Seri, 
Seychellois, Shawnee, Shona, Sicilian, Silesian, Slovak, Slovenian, Slovio, Somali, Sorbian 
Lower, Sorbian Upper, Sotho Northern, Sotho Southern, Spanish, Sranan, Sundanese, 
Swahili, Swazi, Swedish, Tagalog, Tahitian, Tetum, Tok Pisin, Tokelauan, Tongan, Tshiluba, 
Tsonga, Tswana, Tumbuka, Turkish, Turkmen, Tuvaluan, Tzotzil, Ukrainian, Uzbek, 
Venetian, Vepsian, Volapuk, Voro, Wallisian, Walloon, Waraywaray, Warlpiri, Wayuu, 
Welsh, Wikmungkan, Wiradjuri, Wolof, Xavante, Xhosa, Yapese, Yindjibarndi, Zapotec, 
Zazaki, Zulu, Zuni
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Ready Styles overview

Ready active Light
Ready active RegulaR
Ready active Bold

Ready Bygone Light
Ready Bygone RegulaR
Ready Bygone Bold

Ready Clouded light
Ready Clouded RegulaR
Ready Clouded Bold
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Ready

initiate
ObsessiOn

genitives 
taiLwind

 
MandaRin
LiquORice

Active Light | Word samples
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Ready Active Light | Word samples

uLtiMacy
MessengeR

weekday 
hOLdabLe

 
syMPtOM

PROcessOR



Plain Form 6 | 33

Ready Active Light | Text sample

with the nOn-sPecificity 
Of aseMic wRiting 
theRe cOMes a vacuuM Of 
Meaning, which is Left 
fOR the ReadeR tO fiLL 
in and inteRPRet. aLL Of 
this is siMiLaR tO the 
way One wOuLd deduce 
Meaning fROM an abstRact 
wORk Of aRt. wheRe aseMic 
wRiting distinguishes 
itseLf aMOng tRaditiOns 
Of abstRact aRt is in the 
aseMic authOR's use Of 
gestuRaL cOnstRaint, and 
the RetentiOn Of PhysicaL 
chaRacteRistics Of 
wRiting such as Lines and 
syMbOLs. aseMic wRiting 
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injecting
Flashes

Moussaka 
daybReak

 
espousing 

secRets

Active Regular | Word samples
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Ready Active Regular | Word samples

ResuRRect
twitched

suggests 
MoonbeaM

 
buddhisM
Respects
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Ready Active Regular | Text sample

they then began to 
distRibute theM to 
poetRy Magazines both 
online and in pRint. the 
authoRs exploRed sub-
veRbal and sub-letteRal 
FoRMs oF wRiting, and 
textual aseMia as a 
cReative option and as 
an intentional pRactice. 
since the late 1990s, aseMic 
wRiting has blossoMed 
into a woRldwide 
liteRaRy/aRt MoveMent. 
it has especially gRown 
in the eaRly paRt oF the 
21st centuRy, though theRe 
is an acknowledgeMent 
oF a long and coMplex 
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dockland
engendeR

inteRsect 
outshines

 
aRtWoRk

PoRPoises

Active Bold | Word samples
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Ready Active Bold | Word samples

oveRWoRk
chRomium

incensing 
conflict

 
BathRoom
gReatness
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Ready Active Bold | Text sample

man Ray, Who Was 
influenced By dada, 
cReated an eaRly WoRk 
of WoRdless WRiting 
With a Poem Which 
is nothing moRe than 
dashes on a Page. lateR, 
henRi michaux, Who Was 
influenced By asian 
calligRaPhy, suRRealism, 
and automatic WRiting, 
Began to cReate 
WoRdless WoRks such as 
alPhaBet and naRRation 
michaux RefeRRed to his 
calligRaPhic WoRks 
as "inteRioR gestuRes". 
the WRiteR and aRtist 
Wassily kandinsky Was 
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JunkmaiL
hazeLnuts

soveReign 
ReiteRate

 
Questions
seRviette

Bygone Light | Word samples
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Ready Bygone Light | Word samples

gLoRified
PaRaBoLa

descRiBeR 
aPPLauds

 
accessing
dismisses
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Ready Bygone Light | Text sample

faLse wRiting systems aRe 
aRtificiaLLy constRucted 
aLPhaBets oR scRiPts 
used (sometimes within 
the context of a faLse 
document) to convey a 
degRee of veRisimiLitude. 
examPLes of this incLude 
aLien diaLogue in comic 
stRiPs, animated caRtoons, 
and gRaPhic noveLs (such as 
aLan mooRe's the League of 
extRaoRdinaRy gentLemen, 
and the vaLéRian and 
LauReLine seRies). the 
scRiPt in Luigi seRafini's 
1981 codex seRaPhinianus was 
confiRmed By the authoR 
to have no occuLt meaning. 
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ReseRvoiR
PeRsisted

aRtfully 
following

 
suRPRises
ReconqueR

Bygone Regular | Word samples
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Ready Bygone Regular | Word samples

wavelike
BeginneRs

swaRming 
diRtiness

 
musHRoom
doomsday
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Ready Bygone Regular | Text sample

wRiting tHat doesn't Have 
any actual wRiting in it 
wHatsoeveR. you would 
tHink tHat tHis must Be 
some kind of ultimate 
liteRaRy fRontieR, a 
fRozen antaRctica of 
wRiting entiRely devoid 
of liteRaRy content, But 
i wondeR. wHat is "Beyond 
asemic wRiting"? mayBe a 
neuRal BRain-scan of an 
autHoR *tHinking aBout* 
asemic wRiting. mayBe 
*geneRative asemic 
wRiting*. mayBe "asemic 
BiomimicRy". mayBe 
nanoasemic wRiting 
inscRiBed witH atomic 
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SillineSS
neceSSity

chipmunkS 
pSalmody

 
pRoceSSoR
calamity

Bygone Bold | Word samples
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Ready Bygone Bold | Word samples

ReSelleRS
ecologiSt

potteRieS 
RepoRteRS

 
BedSheetS
paRoxySm



Plain Form 21 | 33

Ready Bygone Bold | Text sample

thRough itS foRmatting 
and StRuctuRe, aSemic 
wRiting may SuggeSt a type 
of document and, theReBy, 
SuggeSt a meaning. the foRm 
of aRt iS Still wRiting, 
often calligRaphic in 
foRm, and eitheR dependS 
on a ReadeR'S SenSe and 
knowledge of wRiting 
SyStemS foR it to make 
SenSe, oR can Be undeRStood 
thRough aeSthetic 
intuition. tRue aSemic 
wRiting occuRS when the 
cReatoR of the aSemic piece 
cannot Read theiR own 
aSemic wRiting. Relative 
aSemic wRiting iS a natuRal 
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PasswoRds
wRaPPing

Releasing 
sentinels

 
sQuinting
naRRowly

Clouded Light | Word samples
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Ready Clouded Light | Word samples

Badlands
ReCePtion

exPonents 
PRefeRRed

 
gestuRing
landfoRms
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Ready Clouded Light | Text sample

also in China, an aBstRaCt 
CalligRaPhy movement 
known as “CalligRaPhy-
ism” Came into existenCe, 
a leading PRoPonent of 
this movement Being 
luo Qi. CalligRaPhy-
ism is an aesthetiC 
movement that aims to 
develoP CalligRaPhy 
into an aBstRaCt aRt. the 
ChaRaCteRs do not need to 
Retain theiR tRaditional 
foRms oR Be legiBle 
as woRds. in vietnam a 
CalligRaPhy gRouP Called 
the Zenei gang of five 
aPPeaRed. to this gRouP of 
young aRtists, woRdless 
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Mainland
PosteRioR

PRintings 
Roadshow

 
aCCePting
sunsCReen

Clouded Regular | Word samples
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Ready Clouded Regular | Word samples

unflawed
footloose

isoMetRiC 
ContRaCt

 
legislate
unwoRthy
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Ready Clouded Regular | Text sample

deRMisaChe aCtively 
said that even though heR 
gRaPhisMs have no Meaning, 
they still Retained 
the full Rights of an 
autonoMous woRk. alain 
satié Released his woRk 
éCRit en PRose ou l'ŒuvRe 
hyPeRgRaPhique whiCh 
Contains aseMiC wRiting 
thRoughout the entiRe 
gRaPhiC novel. león feRRaRi 
was anotheR aRtist/Poet 
who CReated Many aseMiC 
woRks, suCh as esCRituRa. 
saw the Release of Max 
eRnst's woRk MaxiMiliana: 
the illegal PRaCtiCe of 
astRonoMy: hoMMage à 
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GeneRated
HeadwoRd

CoRRosive 
duCHesses

 
HaRdwaRe 
destRoyeR

Clouded Bold | Word samples
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Ready Clouded Bold | Word samples

displease
pReCuRsoR

peRimeteR 
envelopes

 
stRateGiC
Guiltless
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Ready Clouded Bold | Text sample

Jim leftwiCH Has ReCently 
stated tHat an asemiC 
Condition of an asemiC 
woRk is an impossiBle Goal, 
and tHat it is not possiBle 
to CReate an aRt/liteRaRy 
woRk entiRely witHout 
meaninG. He Has BeGun to use 
tHe teRm "pansemiC" too. He 
also explained: "tHe teRm 
'pansemia' didn't ReplaCe 
tHe teRm 'asemia' in my 
tHinkinG (noR did 'pansemiC' 
ReplaCe 'asemiC'); it meRely 
assisted me in expandinG 
my undeRstandinG of tHe 
tHeoRy and pRaCtiCe of 
asemiC wRitinG" wHen 
otHeRs suCH as autHoR 
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Ready Character set

Basic Latin 

a B c d e f g h i J k L m n o P Q R s t u v w x y z

Extended Latin

Á Ă Â Ǎ Ä À Ā Ą Å Ã Æ Ǽ Ć Č Ç Ĉ Ċ Ð Ď Đ Ḍ  

é Ĕ Ě Ê Ë Ė È Ē Ę Ğ Ǧ Ĝ Ġ Ģ Ħ Ĥ Ḥ Í Ĭ Î Ï İ Ì Ī Į Ĩ  

� Ĵ Ķ Ĺ Ľ Ŀ Ł Ļ Ń Ň Ñ Ņ Ŋ Ó Ŏ Ô Ö Ò Ő Ō Ø Ǿ Õ Œ Þ  

Ŕ Ř Ŗ Ś Š Ş Ŝ Ș Ṣ Ŧ Ť Ţ Ț Ṭ Ú Ŭ Û Ü Ù Ű Ū Ų Ů Ũ  

Ẃ Ŵ Ẅ Ẁ Ý Ŷ ÿ Ỳ Ȳ Ź Ž Ż Ẓ

Figures & currencies 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

¢ $ € £ ¥

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

½ ¼ ¾ ⅛ ⅜ ⅝ ⅞

Punctuation & symbols

. , : ; … ! ¡ ? ¿ · • * # / \ -   – — _ 

( ) { } [ ] ‚ „ “ ” ‘ ’ « » ‹ › " ' @ & ¶ § © ® ™ ° | ¦ † ‡

+ − × ÷ = ≠ > < ± ~ ^ % ↑ ↗ → ↘ ↓ ↙ ← ↖ ➧ ➨ ➵ ➸

● ○ ◆ ◇ ■ □ ▲ ▶ ▼ ◀ △ ▷ ▽ ◁

Patterns & emojis

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

🌐 🌙 🌞 🐸 👀 👁 👌 ✌ 💯 💥 ✨ 🔥 🔮 😅 😭 ♥  ☚ ☛ ☜ ☞
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Ready OpenType Features

OFF ON

Borders [ss01] secRet secret

Superscript [sups] Line23 Line23

Pre-composed fractions [frac] Ok 7/8 Ok 7/8

Slashed zero [zero] 200 gO 200 gO

Subscript [subs] sign48 sign 48
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Plain Form
www.plain-form.com

Plain Form is an indepedent typographic 
practice, focusing on expressive 
letterforms, meant to be seen as much as 
to be read.

Lucas Descroix
www.lucasdescroix.fr

Lucas Descroix likes to draw shapes  
and to build systems. You can also find 
him experimenting alternative tools and 
organizing workshops with Bonjour Monde.

Benjamin Dumond
www.grifi.fr

Benjamin Dumond is a graphic designer  
and founder of grifi.fr, which explores 
textual potentials through essays, fictions, 
tools, thought experiments and typefaces.

Ready


