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Nostra

Nostra is an extra-wide display family, playing with a feeling of satisfaction: how a few 
thin strokes can create the shape of a letter, either cut in a solid mass or traced in the 
air. Its monospaced width makes Nostra a perfect fit for pattern-like layouts, aiming 
for that border between a legible and an abstract system, a bloc of text and an optical 
illusion.

Nostra presents an atypical roman/italic couple only brought together by their 
proportions. The Sett is heavy and stable like a brick wall when the Stream, inspired by 
flourished scripts, graffiti and snakes in jars, is light and all in curves.

Design
Lucas Descroix

Consulting on Cyrillic
Ilya Ruderman & Yury Ostromentsky

Consulting on Greek
George Triantafyllakos 

Styles
2 

Release date
2019-22

Glyph count
ca. 760 glyphs

Coverage
Latin Extended, Cyrillic, Greek, Emojis

Supported languages (215) → Abenaki, Afaan Oromo, Afar, Afrikaans, Albanian, 
Alsatian, Amis, Anuta, Aragonese, Aranese, Aromanian, Arrernte, Arvanitic, Asturian, 
Atayal, Aymara, Bashkir, Basque, Belarusian, Bemba, Bikol, Bislama, Bosnian, Breton, 
Bulgarian Romanization, Cape Verdean, Catalan, Cebuano, Chamorro, Chavacano, 
Chichewa, Chickasaw, Cimbrian, Cofan, Cornish, Corsican, Creek, Crimean Tatar, 
Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dawan, Delaware, Dholuo, Drehu, Dutch, English, Esperanto, 
Estonian, Faroese, Fijian, Filipino, Finnish, Folkspraak, French, Frisian, Friulian, Gagauz, 
Galician, Ganda, Genoese, German, Gikuyu, Gooniyandi, Greenlandic, Greenlandic Old 
Orthography, Guadeloupean, Gwichin, Haitian Creole, Han, Hawaiian, Hiligaynon, Hopi, 
Hotcak, Hungarian, Icelandic, Ido, Ilocano, Indonesian, Interglossa, Interlingua, Irish, 
Istroromanian, Italian, Jamaican, Javanese, Jerriais, Kala Lagaw Ya, Kapampangan, 
Kaqchikel, Karakalpak, Karelian, Kashubian, Kikongo, Kinyarwanda, Kiribati, Kirundi, 
Klingon, Kurdish, Ladin, Latin, Latino Sine, Latvian, Lithuanian, Lojban, Lombard, Low 
Saxon, Luxembourgish, Maasai, Makhuwa, Malay, Maltese, Manx, Maori, Marquesan, 
Meglenoromanian, Meriam Mir, Mirandese, Mohawk, Moldovan, Montagnais, 
Montenegrin, Murrinhpatha, Nagamese Creole, Nahuatl, Ndebele, Neapolitan, Ngiyambaa, 
Niuean, Noongar, Norwegian, Novial, Occidental, Occitan, Oshiwambo, Ossetian, 
Palauan, Papiamento, Piedmontese, Polish, Portuguese, Potawatomi, Qeqchi, Quechua, 
Rarotongan, Romanian, Romansh, Rotokas, Sami Inari, Sami Lule, Sami Northern, Sami 
Southern, Samoan, Sango, Saramaccan, Sardinian, Scottish Gaelic, Serbian, Seri, 
Seychellois, Shawnee, Shona, Sicilian, Silesian, Slovak, Slovenian, Slovio, Somali, Sorbian 
Lower, Sorbian Upper, Sotho Northern, Sotho Southern, Spanish, Sranan, Sundanese, 
Swahili, Swazi, Swedish, Tagalog, Tahitian, Tetum, Tok Pisin, Tokelauan, Tongan, Tshiluba, 
Tsonga, Tswana, Tumbuka, Turkish, Turkmen, Tuvaluan, Tzotzil, Ukrainian, Uzbek, 
Venetian, Vepsian, Volapuk, Voro, Wallisian, Walloon, Waraywaray, Warlpiri, Wayuu, 
Welsh, Wikmungkan, Wiradjuri, Wolof, Xavante, Xhosa, Yapese, Yindjibarndi, Zapotec, 
Zazaki, Zulu, Zuni
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Nostra Styles overview

Nostra 

Sett

Nostra 

Stream
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Nostra

Mason
Voûte

Δομές 
Υλικό

 
Бридж
Цегли

Sett | Word samples
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Nostra Sett | Word samples

Fósil
Brick

Μπλοκ
γύψος

 
Скоби
Кирка



Plain Form 6 | 16

Nostra Sett | Text sample

Masonry is the 

building of structures 

from individual 

units, which are often 

laid in and bound 

together by mortar; 

the term masonry can 

also refer to the 

units themselves. The 

common materials of 

masonry construction 

are brick, building 

stone such as 

marble, granite, and 

limestone, cast stone, 

concrete block, glass 

block, and adobe.

Masonry is commonly 

used for walls and 

buildings. Brick 

and concrete block 

are the most common 

types of masonry in 

use in industrialized 

nations. Concrete 

blocks, especially 

those with hollow 

cores, offer various 

possibilities in 

masonry construction. 
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Nostra Sett | Text sample

У виробництві цементу 

використовуються 

переважно легкоплавкі 

глини, аргіліти і 

глинисті сланці, що 

складають частину 

цементної шихти. 

Другою основною її 

складовою є карбонатні 

породи. Сировиною для 

виробництва цементу 

служать вапняк і 

глина, які змішують у 

певному співвідношенні 

(75—80% вапняку і 20— 

25% глини). Цій суміші 

близький за складом 

природний мергель 

(вапняно-глиниста 

порода). Цемент можна 

отримати трьома 

способами: мокрим, 

сухим та комбінованим. 

У випадку з мокрим 

способом, всі види 

сировини, після 

їх подрібнення 

дробленням, змішують, 

після цього піддають 

розмелюванню у 
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Nostra Sett | Text sample

Ένας τσιμεντόλιθος ή 

τσιμεντογωνιά είναι 

ένα ορθογώνιο τούβλο 

τυπικού μεγέθους που 

χρησιμοποιείται στην 

κατασκευή κτιρίων. 

Επίσης ονομάζονται 

τεμάχια σκωρίας 

στη Βόρεια Αμερική, 

μπρικέτες στο Ηνωμένο 

Βασίλειο και κοίλες 

μπλοκ στις Φιλιππίνες. 

Στη Νέα Ζηλανδία 

είναι γνωστά ως μπλοκ 

από σκυρόδεμα ή πιο 

συχνά ως τετράγωνα. 

Στην Αυστραλία είναι 

επίσης γνωστά ως 

μπλοκ Besser ή τούβλα 

Besser, επειδή η 

αμερικανική εταιρεία 

Besser Company ήταν 

σημαντικός προμηθευτής 

μηχανημάτων κατασκευής 

σκυροδέματος. Για 

την κατασκευή των 

τσιμεντόλιθων 

χρησιμοποιούνται 

κλίνκερ ως αδρανή. 

Το τούβλο είναι ένας 



Plain Form 9 | 16

Nostra

River

Águas

Βροχή 

Δέλτα
 

Озеро

Устье

Stream | Word samples
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Nostra Stream | Word samples

Bäche

Lakes

Φρέαρ

Λίμνη
 

Потік

Річка
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Nostra Stream | Text sample

Rivers and streams 

are often considered 

major features 

within a landscape; 

however, they actually 

only cover around 

0.1% of the land 

on Earth. They are 

made more obvious 

and significant to 

humans since many 

human cities and 

civilizations are 

built around the 

freshwater supplied by 

rivers and streams. 

Most of the major 

cities of the world 

are situated on the 

banks of rivers, as 

they are, or were, 

used as a source of 

water, for obtaining 

food, for transport, 

as borders, as a 

defensive measure, as 

a source of hydropower 

to drive machinery, 

for bathing, and as a 

means of disposing of 
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Nostra Stream | Text sample

Река̀  е естествен 

воден поток, най-често 

сладководен, който 

протича в естествено 

речно корито. Възможно 

е някои реки с времето 

да пресъхнат, а други 

да променят посоката 

си. Началото на дадена 

река може да е езеро, 

извор или сливането 

на по-малки реки, 

а краят ѝ – друга 

река, езеро, море или 

океан. Съществуват 

и реки, завършващи 

сляпо в пустини. 

Пример за такава 

река е Окаванго, 

завършваща с делта в 

пустинята Калахари. В 

други случаи могат да 

завършат в безотточна 

област, образувайки 

солено езеро. В 

карстови райони често 

се образуват подземни 

реки, които пропадат 

под земята чрез 

понор, а се появяват 
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Nostra Stream | Text sample

Ο ποταμός (ή ποτάμι) 

είναι το υδάτινο ρεύμα 

που χαρακτηρίζεται από 

μια σχετική συνέχεια 

και σταθερότητα 

τροφοδοσίας και με 

τομή κοίτης γενικά 

αρκετά ομαλή. 

Συνήθως εκβάλλει 

σε μια θάλασσα, σε 

ωκεανό, λίμνη, ή 

κάποιον άλλο ποταμό 

(παραπόταμος). Συνήθως 

αντιδιαστέλλεται από 

τον χείμαρρο, που 

έχει πιο ανώμαλους και 

απότομους αντίστοιχους 

χαρακτήρες· δεν 

είναι, όμως, πάντοτε 

δυνατή μια σαφής 

διάκριση μεταξύ τους. 

Το σημείο στο οποίο 

γεννιέται ένας ποταμός 

ονομάζεται πηγή. Ο 

μεγαλύτερος ποταμός 

του κόσμου είναι ο 

Αμαζόνιος, με μήκος 

6.992 χιλιομέτρων. 

Προηγουμένως ο Νείλος 

ήταν ο μεγαλύτερος 
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Nostra Character set

Basic Latin 
A B C D E F G H I J K L M  

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

a b c d e f g h i j k l m  

n o p q r s t u v w x y z

Extended Latin
Á Ă Ǎ Â Ä À Ā Ą Å Ã Æ Ǽ Ć Č Ç Ĉ Ċ Ð Ď Đ É Ĕ Ě Ê 

Ë Ė È Ē Ę Ğ Ǧ Ĝ Ģ Ġ Ħ Ĥ Í Ĭ Î Ï İ Ì Ī Į Ĩ J Ĵ Ķ 

Ĺ Ľ Ļ Ŀ Ł Ń Ň Ņ Ñ Ŋ Ó Ŏ Ô Ö Ò Ő Ō Ø Ǿ Õ Œ Þ Ŕ Ř 

Ŗ Ś Š Ş Ŝ Ș ẞ Ŧ Ť Ţ Ț Ú Ŭ Û Ü Ù Ű Ū Ų Ů Ũ Ẃ Ŵ Ẅ 

Ẁ Ý Ŷ Ÿ Ỳ Ȳ Ź Ž Ż

á ă ǎ â ä à ā ą å ã æ ǽ ć č ç ĉ ċ ð ď đ é ĕ ě ê 

ë ė è ē ę ğ ǧ ĝ ģ ġ ħ ĥ í ĭ î ï i̇  ì ī į ĩ j ĵ 

ķ ĺ ľ ļ ŀ ł ń ň ņ ñ ŋ ó ŏ ô ö ò ő ō ø ǿ õ œ þ ŕ 

ř ŗ ś š ş ŝ ș ß ŧ ť ţ ț ú ŭ û ü ù ű ū ų ů ũ ẃ ŵ 

ẅ ẁ ý ŷ ÿ ỳ ȳ ź ž ż

Cyrillic
А Б В Г Ѓ Ґ Ғ Д Е Ѐ Ё Ж З И Й Ѝ К Ќ Л М Н О П Р 

С Т У Ў Ф Х Ч Ц Ш Щ Џ Ь Ы Ъ Љ Њ Ѕ Є Э І Ї Ј Ћ Ю 

Я Ђ Җ Ҙ Қ Ҝ Ҡ Ң Ҫ Ү Ұ Ҳ Ҷ Ҹ Һ Ӏ Ӂ Ӑ Ӗ Ә Ӣ Ӧ Ө Ӯ 

Ӳ а б в г ѓ ґ ғ д е ѐ ё ж з и й ѝ к ќ л м н о п 

р с т у ў ф х ч ц ш щ џ ь ы ъ љ њ ѕ є э і ї ј ћ 

ю я ђ җ ҙ қ ҝ ҡ ң ҫ ү ұ ҳ ҷ ҹ һ ӏ ӂ ӑ ӗ ә ӣ ӧ ө 

ӯ ӳ г д п т ш

Greek
Α Β Γ Δ Ε Ζ Η Θ Ι Κ Λ Μ Ν Ξ Ο Π Ρ Σ Τ Υ Φ Χ Ψ Ω 

Ά Έ Ή Ί Ό Ύ Ώ Ϊ Ϋ α β γ δ ε ζ η θ ι κ λ μ ν ξ ο 

π ρ ς σ τ υ φ χ ψ ω ί ϊ ΐ ύ ϋ ΰ ό ώ ά έ ή

Figures & currencies 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

₿ ¢ ¤ $ € ₴ ₭ ₱ ₽ ₹ ₪ £ ₸ ₮ ₩ ¥ ƒ

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

½ ↉ ⅓ ⅔ ¼ ¾ ⅕ ⅖ ⅗ ⅘ ⅙ ⅚ ⅐ ⅛ ⅜ ⅝ ⅞ ⅑ ⅒

Punctuation & symbols
· ; . , : ; … ! ¡ ? ¿ · • * # / \ -   – — _ 

( ) { } [ ] ‚ „ “ ” ‘ ’ « » ‹ › " ' @ & ¶ § © ® 

™ ° | ¦ † ‡ № + − × ÷ = ≠ > < ≥ ≤ ± ≈ ¬ ~ ̂  ∅ ∞ 

∫ ∏ ∑ √ ∂ % ‰ ↑ ↗ → ↘ ↓ ↙ ← ↖ ↔ ↕ 

● ○ ◊ ▲ ▶ ▼ ◀ △ ▷ ▽ ◁

Patterns & emojis
A B C D E F a b c d e f 

🌀 🌐 🎵 🏆 🏳 🏴 👀 👁 👈 👉 💖 💢 💥 💦 🔥 ☜ ☞ ✨ ❤ ⌛
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Nostra OpenType Features

OFF ON

Borders [ss01] Abc Abc

Thin punctuation [ss02] «H*» «H*»

Denominators [dnom] N34 N34

Fractions [frac] 1/3 1/3

Localised forms [locl] Дю Дю

Numerators [numr] R12 R12



16 | 16

Nostra
Nostra

Plain Form
www.plain-form.com

Plain Form is an independent typographic 
practice, focusing on expressive 
letterforms, meant to be seen as much  
as to be read.

Lucas Descroix
www.lucasdescroix.fr

Lucas Descroix likes to draw shapes  
and build systems. You can also find him 
experimenting alternative tools and 
organizing workshops with Bonjour Monde.


